
Melkite Greek-Catholic Church   
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Contact office: 570.343.6092 † 570.468.4854 
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 PџюѦђџ IћѡђћѡіќћѠ    
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Patchoski.XAnth. Simon.XBill Simon.XChar. Simon.XRuth Sir-
gany.XMary A. Walsh.XGen. Zaydon.  

Clergy: 
Rev. Christopher Manuele, Presbyter 

 Divine Services: 
Tuesday : 
     Compline ……………..0:00 P.M 
Saturday: 
     Great Vespers: ……..... 3:15 P.M 
Sunday: 
     Orthros ……..…..…… 9:00 A.M. 
     Divine Liturgy: …….  10:00 A.M. 
Holy Days: 

   Eve: Great Vespers: …. 5:30 P.M.                
   Day: Divine Liturgy … 5:30 P.M 

 Holy Mystery of Confession: 
Before Vespers at 3:00 P.M.; following 
any service; or by appointment. 

Holy Anointing of the Sick: 
Following services /call the Rectory.  

Holy Mystery of Crowning: 
Call rectory at earliest convenience. 

Victim Assistance Coordinator:  
Report Sexual Abuse: 1.800.479.5910 
 



27 OCTOBER 2024 ♦ TONE 06 EOTHINON 01 † SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER HOLY CROSS ♦ 23RD SUNDAY PENTECOST 
GREAT DOXOLOGY:                                                                                                                             Liturgy Book p. 17         
ANTIPHNS:                                                                                                                                                            
      FIRST:                                                                                        Liturgy Book p. 29 
      SECOND:                                                               Liturgy Book p. 32                                                       
      THIRD                                                                                          Liturgy Book p. 40/ p.44 
ENTRANCE HYMN:                                                                                                                               Liturgy Book p. 38                       
APOLYTIKIA:                                       
     Resurrection (Tone 6)                                                                                                                Liturgy Book p. 44 
     Holy & Glorious Great-Martyr Demetrios                                                                                                  Tone 3 
     O victorious Demetrios, you were given to the world as a powerful protector against dangers and an invincible 
soldier of Christ.  As you inspired Nestor to overcome the pride of Lyaios, so intercede with Christ God that He 
may grant us His great mercy. 
     Holy Martyr Nestor                                                                                                                    Liturgy Book p. 99 
     Patron: St. Joseph                                                                                                                      Liturgy Book p. 47                                                                                                 
    Glory to the Father…. 
KONDAKION:                                                                                                                                      Liturgy Book p. 48 
TRISAGION:                                                                                                                                         Liturgy Book p. 50 
PROKIMENON:                                               (Tone 6)                                                                        Liturgy Book p. 59 
EPISTLE:                                                                                                                                                   Ephesians 2:4-10 
Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, by reason of his very great love with which he has loved us even when we 
were dead by reason of our sins, brought us to life together with Christ, and you have been saved by grace. [God] 
raised us up together, and enthroned us together in heaven in Christ Jesus, so that he might show in future ages the 
overflowing riches of his grace, through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For by grace, you have been saved 
through faith: and that, not on your own, for it is God’s gift, and not the result of work which might have been a 
pretext for anyone to boast. For we are his workmanship, we who were created in Christ Jesus through good works 
which God has pre-planned so that we could walk in them.  
ALLELUIA:                                                      (Tone 6)                                                                       Liturgy Book p. 62                                                                      

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High abides in the shadow of the God of heaven. 
He will say to the Lord, “My wall, my refuge, my God in whom I will trust!” 

GOSPEL:                                                                                                                                                 St. Luke 8:41-56 
At that time behold, there came a man named Jairus to Jesus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue; and falling at 
the feet of Jesus, he entreated Him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and 
she was dying. And it happened as He went that He was pressed upon by the crowds. And a certain woman who for 
twelve years had had a hemorrhage, and had spent all her means on physicians, but could not be cured by anyone, 
came up behind Him and touched the tassel of His cloak; and at once her hemorrhage ceased. And Jesus said, 
“Who touched Me? But as all were denying it, Peter, and those who were with Him, said, “Master, the crowds 
throng and press upon You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?” But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me; for I per-
ceived that power had gone forth from Me.” But the woman, seeing that she had not escaped notice, came up trem-
bling, and falling down at His feet, declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched Him, and how 
she had been healed instantly. And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved thee; go in peace.” While he 
was yet speaking, there came one from the house of the ruler of the synagogue, saying to him, “your daughter is 
dead; do not trouble Him.” But Jesus on hearing this word answered the father of the girl, “Do not be afraid; only 
have faith and she shall be saved.” And when He came to the house, He allowed no one to enter with Him, except 
Peter and James and John, and the girl’s father and mother. And all were weeping and mourning for her. But he 
said, “Do not weep; she is asleep, not dead.” And they laughed at Him, knowing that she was dead. But He, taking 
her by the hand, cried out, saying, “Girl, arise! “And her spirit returned, and she rose up immediately. And He di-
rected that something be given her to eat. And her parents were amazed, but He charged them to tell no one what 
had happened. 
HIRMOS:                                                                                                                                             Liturgy Book p. 77            
KINONKON:                                                                                                                  Liturgy Book p. 83            
COMMUNION HYMN:                                                                                .                                        Liturgy Book p. 87             
POST- COMMUNION HYMN:                                                                            Liturgy Book p. 89 /  Liturgy Book p. 90                                                                                                           

Lamb of God) into four pieces. This Lamb is a large piece of Bread imprinted with a 
Cross, and the Greek words for: Jesus Christ Conquers (IC XC NIKA).  
 
 This symbol is found in several places in a church including the altar. One piece 
of the Lamb is placed in the chalice, the priest receives the second for Holy Commun-
ion, and the other two are used for the communion of the other clergy, or the congrega-
tion. This act of breaking the Lamb goes back to the Early Church when one large loaf 
of bread was used for the Liturgy. This loaf was not cut ahead of time, but broken apart 
by the deacons at Communion time. Now we cut the bread at the Prothesis before the 
Liturgy starts, only the Lamb is now broken. The bread from which the particles are cut 
is usually only one loaf, if possible, and placed on only one discos, if possible. This is 
done to show the unity of the Church as St. Paul says:  
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because the loaf 
of bread is one, we, though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf (I Co-
rinthians 10:16 & 17).  
 
 Our Byzantine way of preparing the bread for Holy Communion is close to that 
of the Early Church. If possible only one chalice is used for the Liturgy also, again to 
show the unity of the Church. If more chalices are needed they are limited in number, 
and frequently the sacred Blood is only poured into them from one large chalice at this 
time. 
 

The Rites of Holy Communion: The Prepatory Prayers 
 After the singing of the Kinonikon, which is a Psalm verse (Praise the Lord… in 
honor of the resurrection of Christ on Sunday), everyone prays together the Prayers be-
fore Holy Communion. These prayers were originally said only by the clergy. They 
started to be prayed by the laity first in the Slavic Byzantine Churches, and since 1968 
they have been prayed by the laity in the Melkite Church. The first prayer, I believe 
Lord and profess... tells us how to approach Holy Communion. First, we believe that 
Christ is the Son of the Living God, and He is our Savior. In this we echo the faith of St. 
Peter (Matthew 16:16). Second, we admit that we are sinners, just as St. Paul did (I Tim-
othy 1:15). Third, we profess that the Bread and Wine are truly the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ as He stated at the Last Supper (Matthew 26:26-30). Finally, we admit that 
only God can make us worthy to receive Holy Communion. To partake of the Body and 
Blood of Christ is a great gift and mercy from God. We never can be worthy to receive it 
on our own merit. The second prayer asks Jesus to receive us as faithful followers. 
While the third prayer ask Jesus to heal us in soul and body through the reception of Ho-
ly Communion. 



EXPLANATION  OF  THE  DIVINE  LITURGY - VI 
By Rt. Rev. Philip Rączka, PhD  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer is inserted at this point in the Divine Liturgy as a collective 
prayer in preparation for Holy Communion. The Early Church understood daily bread 
as not only the food for our bodies, but the food for our souls as well. The sacred Body 
and Blood of Christ nourish both our soul and body in preparation for eternal life. Jesus 
said quite plainly in St. John’s Gospel: 
 
 I am the Bread of Life (John 6: 35). He also said, I am the living Bread that came 
down from Heaven; whoever eats this Bread will live forever; and the Bread that I will 
give is my flesh for the life of the world (John 6: 51).  
 
 There is also an early Christian translation of the Lord’s Prayer that rendered dai-
ly bread as divine bread. So, during the Lord’s Prayer we pray together that we may re-
ceive Holy Communion, and that the fullness of the Lord’s Kingdom will come. Our re-
ception of the Body and Blood of Christ is already a foretaste of the Messianic Banquet 
in the Age to Come (Revelations Chaps. 19-22). 
 

The Prayer after the Our Father 
 This is the second presbyteral prayer in preparation for Holy Communion, when 
we bow our heads and ask Jesus to go forth from the church with us.  It is perhaps the 
most ancient preparatory prayer, predating St. John Chrysostom (350-407 AD). When 
we receive Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of Christ become part of our own 
body by being absorbed into us. Christ truly becomes physically part of us as well as 
spiritually part of us. Thus, He leaves the Church with us to be with us in whatever we 
may do or need. Therefore, we ask Him to protect us as we travel and heal us if we are 
sick. St. Ignatius of Antioch (d. 110 AD) calls Holy Communion the Medicine of Im-
mortality echoing the words of Christ, Whoever eats this Bread will live forever (John 6: 
58). The Holy Fathers said that when Jesus comes back to raise our bodies from the 
dead, He will do so looking for His own Body which has become part of us in Holy 
Communion. 

 
The Rites of Holy Communion: The Fraction of the Bread 

 When the priest says, Holy Gifts for the Holy, the Rite of the reception of Holy 
Communion begins. The first action that he performs is to break the Lamb (short for 

2024 WEEKLY COLLECTION   
October 20 

    Weekly Offering:                            $ 375.00 
     Monthly:                                              $85.00 
      Candles:                                             $ 25.00  
     Total:                                                 $ 485.00 

 

Pඋൺඒൾඋ ඍඈ Sඍ. Jඈඌൾඉඁ 
O St. Joseph, chaste spouse of the La-
dy Theotokos, head of the Holy Fami-

ly, we again place ourselves under 
your patronage. † Through your pow-

erful intercession, bestow up on us 
every good thing both spiritual and 
temporal. † Protect this your parish 

from all spiritual harm and renew in 
us the spirit of  repentance and a fer-
vent desire for the kingdom of heav-

en. † Make this vineyard flourish with 
new souls and by an increase of faith, 
hope and love; may forgiveness, peace 
and joy reign within our holy fellow-
ship. † In all we do, may the Name of 
God, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit be glorified, now and ever and 

unto the ages of ages. Amen.  

 

 

Events in October 
Saturday Evening, October  26 

Confessions: 3:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers: 3:15 p.m. 
Divine Liturgy: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday Morning, October 27 
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER HOLY CROSS 

Divine Liturgy: 10:00 a.m. 
Saturday Evening, October  26 

Confessions: 3:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers: 3:15 p.m. 
Divine Liturgy: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday Morning, October 27 
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER HOLY CROSS 

Divine Liturgy: 10:00 a.m. 

DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS  
 

26 October: Joseph Viola FamilyX 
27 October: XJudy George  
 from Jemille Zaydon 
02 November: Joseph Viola FamilyX 
03 November: XEva Moretti 
 from Jemille Zaydon 
09 November: Joseph Viola FamilyX 
10 November: XNatey Cheffers  

Slavic Ethnic Dinner 
St. Mary's Parish Center 

Mifflin Ave. and Linden St. Scranton, PA 
November 3, 2024:11: 00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Tickets: $15.00 

SACRED HEART CEMETERY HOLIDAY RAFFLE 
Sacred Heart Cemetery Association is holding 

a Holiday Raffle to help with the cost of the 
care and maintenance of the cemetery 

grounds. Tickets are now available for pur-
chase for $20. The drawing will be held on 
December 8th, 2024. 1st prize - $1000. 2nd 
prize - $500. 3rd prize - $250. 4th prize - 

$250. Please contact Mary Lou Vandorick at 
(570) 466-0055 to purchase tickets. Winners 

need not be present at the drawing.  



SEVENTH SATURDAY OF ST. LUKE: 
LABORERS FOR THE HARVEST (LUKE9:1-6) 

 
 OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS we will hear a sequence of narratives that follow one 
after another in Luke, chapters 9 through 11. Christ gathers His first twelve followers and sends 
them forth “to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick” (Lk 9:1). In the next chapter the 
Lord sends seventy others in advance “into every city and place where He Himself was about to 
go” (Lk 10:1).  
 Most Christians know the Twelve as “apostles” and the Seventy as “disciples,” but the 
Gospel makes no such distinction here. Luke calls the first group simply “the Twelve” whom 
the Lord “sends forth” (in Greek, apesteilen). In Matthew’s Gospel they are called dodeka 
mathetais (twelve disciples) in one verse and dodeka apostolon (twelve apostles) in the next 
(Mt 10:1, 2).  
 Luke speaks of “seventy others” (Lk 10:1) whom He “sends forth” (in Greek, apesteilen 
– the same word used for the Twelve). They were evidence that the total number of Christ’s 
followers was growing to the extent that a second circle of more committed followers could be 
formed. Matthew does not mention the Seventy at all.  
 Luke’s Gospel does not identify the Seventy and the early Christians speculated on who 
they might be. Several early Christians are called apostles in other New Testament books, how-
ever, including Barnabas (Acts 14:14), Andronicus, Junia, Silas, and Timothy (St Paul’s Epis-
tles). Paul considered himself an Apostle called by the risen Christ as were the apostles in the 
Gospels. The evangelists Mark and Luke, not numbered among the Twelve, were considered by 
many early Christians to be among the Seventy.  
 In the Byzantine Churches both the Twelve – with Paul – and the Seventy are called 
Apostles. Many of them are commemorated individually throughout the year. The Twelve are 
celebrated together on a common feast day (June 30) while the Seventy are remembered on Jan-
uary 4.  

The Disciples’ Mission  
 Luke is very specific about the mission of these respective groups. The Twelve, who 
were the first and closest followers of the Lord, were given “power and authority over all de-
mons, and to cure diseases” and were sent forth “to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the 
sick” (Lk 9:1, 2). On the other hand, Jesus sent the Seventy “two by two before His face into 
every city and place where He Himself was about to go... heal the sick there, and say to them, 
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you’” (Lk 10:1, 9).  
 The Twelve may have been well known as Jesus closest followers, while the Seventy 
were not. This may explain why the Seventy were specifically sent out in pairs. At least two 
people were required to confirm the truth in serious matters (see Dt 17:6).  
 The Seventy were given the role of advance men, preparing the way for Christ’s imma-
nent visits. According to the first-century Jewish historian Josephus, there were over 200 villag-
es in Galilee at the time. To spend a few days in each one would have taken the better part of a 
year.  
 Some early writers saw the mission of these disciples as foreshadowing the role of 
Church in proclaiming the Kingdom of God by its preaching and in healing the sick by its sac-
ramental ministry. By the sixth century many had come to see the Twelve as prefiguring the 

Church’s bishops and the Seventy as images of the presbyters.  
 Others stressed the continuity between the ministry of Christ’s disciples and the Church 
of their own day. Thus St Cyril of Alexandria wrote, “…these are things we see ourselves pos-
sessing. Blessed are our eyes and the eyes of all who love Him, We have heard His wonderful 
teaching. He has given us the knowledge of God the Father, and He has shown Him to us in His 
own nature. The things done by Moses were only types and symbols. Christ has revealed the 
truth to us: that not by blood and smoke but by spiritual sacrifices we must honor Him who is 
spiritual, immaterial, and beyond all understanding” (Homily 76, On Luke).  

Instructions for the Mission  
 In sending forth the Twelve, Christ gave them some specific instructions.” “Take noth-
ing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; and do not have two tunics 
apiece. Whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart” Lk 9:3, 4). The Apostles 
from the larger towns along the Sea of Galilee were sent to the out-of-the-way villages in Gali-
lee’s interior. The Lord insists that they first of all share their hearers’ way of life, dressing 
simply and eating what they eat. They were to accept whatever hospitality was offered, not to 
look around for better accommodations. As St Ephrem the Syrian commented, they were to be 
perceived as heralds and evangelists, not merchants or opportunists.  
 Christ gives similar instructions to the Seventy when they are sent forth, adding “greet 
no one along the road” (Lk 10:4). They were on a spiritual mission, not going to socialize.  

God’s Love for All  
 Christ sent His followers throughout Galilee to preach that the kingdom of God was at 
hand. The coming of the kingdom was an act of love on God’s part and everyone was welcome 
to respond to that love. Not everyone will be open to God, but everyone must have the chance 
to respond.  
 He tells the Seventy, “But whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 
And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you” (Lk 10:5, 
6). As St Augustine of Hippo commented, it is not for us to decide in advance who should be 
invited into the Kingdom : “Since we do not know who is a son of peace, it is our part to leave 
no one out, to set no one aside, but to desire that all to whom we preach this peace be 
saved” (Admonition and Grace 15, 46).  
 For those who would not, the Lord’s response was uncompromising: “Whoever will not 
receive you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony 
against them” (Lk 9:5). To the Seventy He added, “I say to you that it will be more tolerable in 
that Day [when the kingdom comes to pass] for Sodom than for that city” (Lk 10:12).  
 Reactions to the Mission When the Lord’s followers returned from their mission they 
were overjoyed: “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” But He said to them, 
“Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your 
names are written in heaven” (Lk 10:17, 20). It is too easy for the successful apostle (or pastor 
or teacher) to become overly proud of any seeming accomplishments they have achieved when 
it is God who has been working in them. If we have any cause for joy, it is that we have been 
called to be in the Kingdom. 
Christ’s words to His companions remain true for us today: “The harvest truly is great, but the 

laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His har-
vest” (Lk 10:2). Pray for vocations.   


